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Principal’s Message 
What is Professional Learning 
Communities (PLC)? It is a 
continuous process where educators 
commit to collaborating, working 
together, learning together about 
best practices, applying what they 
have learned, and using evidence of 
student performance data to make 
decisions and revisions in practice to 
help students learn at a higher level.  

The following four critical questions 
guide the work of our teachers: 

1. What do we want students to 
know and be able to do? 

2. How will we know when 
they have learned it? 

3. What will we do when they 
have not learned it? 

4. What will we do to extend 
the learning when they 
already know it? 

Our teachers have built in time 
throughout the year when they meet 
to collaborate and discuss essentials 
skills and concepts that must be 
mastered by students by the end of 
the academic year. During the 
collaboration meetings teachers also 
prepare common formative 
assessments to measure the 
academic growth of the students. 

They also discuss and plan 
interventions and extension 
activities to meet the needs of the 
students.  

This process is ongoing 
throughout the year.  

Parents have tremendous role in 
the educational process of the 
students.  

“The most accurate predictor of a 
student’s achievement in schools is 
the extent to which that student’s 
family is able to (1) create a home 
environment that encourages 
learning; (2) communicate high, 
yet reasonable, expectations for 
their children’s achievement and 
future careers, and (3) become 
involved in their children’s 
education. 

       -Henderson (1987); Henderson 
& Berla (1995) 

I encourage our families to 
maintain regular communication 
with the teachers related to the 
students’ progress.  I also 
encourage parents to have 
conversations with the students 
about school. The following are 
some suggestions: 

- Ask your student to 
show you his/her 
homework and have 
him/her explain the 
assignments. After 
he/she completes the 
homework, glance over 
it to make sure it is 
complete.  

- Have your student tell 
you what he/she read at 
school and what he/she 
enjoyed from the 
reading.  

- Take your child to the 
local library or help 
him/her research about 
what they like to know 
more about.  

- Be a good role model 
and read! By doing so 
you are sending a strong 
message that reading 
and learning is 
important! 

Thank you for your partnership 
and support! 

Sincerely, 

Juanita Shahijanian 

   

 School Site Council (SSC) Meeting 
The Muir School Site 
Council is composed of ten 
members: the principal, 
teacher specialist, parents 
elected by parents, and 
school staff members 
elected by school staff.  
The School Site Council 
meets a minimum of four 
(4) times during the year.  
Its purpose is to help 

develop, recommend and 
implement the Single Plan 
for Student Achievement 
(School Plan).    
 
This year there are two 
vacancies for parent 
representatives on our 
School Site Council (SSC).  
 
Two members and one 
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alternate will be chosen to 
serve for a two-year term. 
Since meetings are open to the 
public, all parents are welcome 
to attend all SSC meetings. 
 
Our first SSC meeting for this 
academic year is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 18 at 6pm. 
Childcare will be provided for 
the meetings.  
 

 

 

Calendar 

 

10/3  Foundation 
Meeting  5:50pm 

10/9 PTA Asst. 
Meeting 6pm 

10/10  International 
Walk To School Day 

10/15 Picture Make-
Up Day 

10/17 Spanish Dual 
Teacher Training 
(TK-6th)  

10/18 California 
Shake Out Drill 

10/18 School Site 
Council Meeting 
6pm 

10/19  Monster 
Mash 3pm-7pm 

10/22-10/26 Red 
Ribbon Week 

10/22 GUSD LCAP 
Stakeholders 
Meeting 6pm 

10/23 Muir 
Community Forum 
8:15am & 6pm 

10/24 SOTM/COTM 
at 9:20am 

10/26 No School 
(Teacher 
Professional 
Development Day) 

10/31 Halloween 
Parade 9:20am 
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  John Muir Elementary is the 
recipient of the PBIS Silver Award! 
The award reflects fidelity in 
implementation of Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports, and efforts in 
implementing core features. Our 
PBIS Site Coach is Ms. Gentile, and 
teachers Ms. Flamenco, Miss Torres, 
and Ms.  Abovian serve on the PBIS 
team along with site administration. 
An important component of PBIS is 
using restorative practices when 
disciplinary situations arise with 
students. Students answer 
questions, verbally and/or in 
writing, that help them reflect on 

their actions and/or what happened 
to them, and to assist school staff 
with guiding conflict resolution.  
     The following questions are asked 
of students who need to reflect on 
their actions: 
- What happened? Where did it 
happen?  
- What were you thinking of at the 
time and what have you thought 
since then? 
- Who has been affected by what you 
have done? In what way have they 
been affected? 
- What do you think you need to do 
to make things right? 
Students who were the target of 

You share in campus events and 
experiences that make your child’s school 
days more memorable! 

become part California State PTA 

and National PTA, the largest and most 
powerful children’s advocacy 

organization in the country. 

members voices are heard when 

important decisions that affect your 
school are made. 

cultivate cross-cultural competencies 
needed to succeed in a multicultural 
society and global economy. 

Program Goals: 

 to equip students with the 
skills that will enable them 
to communicate biliterately 
and biculturally; 

 to develop communication 
skills that allow students to 
compete effectively in a 
global community; 

 to develop listening, 
speaking, reading, writing 
and cultural competence 
skills in two languages; 

 to develop proficiency in all 
academic content areas in 
the two languages; 

 to use technology and other 

non-print sources to 
gather information; and 

 to increase awareness of 
students’ own culture 
and appreciate the 
culture(s) of others. 

AAPPL Assessment  

The ACTFL Assessment of 
Performance towards Proficiency 
in Languages (AAPPL) is coming 
this October 2018. This test that 
measures Spanish oral 
proficiency will be administered 
to all students in the FLAG 
program grades 3rd -8th.  For 
more information, contact Ms. 
Patty Anderson.  

 
  

           

 

 

 

 

Spanish Dual Immersion Program  
 

Our Vision and Mission 

Are you familiar with the vision and 
mission of our program?  Read the 
following developed in collaboration 
by our teachers, staff and district 
support: 

Vision:  John Muir Dual Language 
Immersion is a rigorous academic 
program that develops high 
linguistic and academic proficiency 
in both Spanish and English while 
fostering positive cross-cultural 
competencies and global citizenship. 

Mission: The mission of John Muir 
Elementary School’s Spanish Dual 
Language Immersion Program is for 
all students to reach high levels of 
academic achievement, develop 

biliteracy and bilingualism, and 

another students’ actions are asked 
these questions: 
-What happened? Where did it 
happen?  
- What did you think when you 
realized it had happened? 
- What impact has this incident had 
on you and others? 
- What has been the hardest thing 
for you? 
- What do you think needs to happen 
to make things right. 
     Our goal when working through 
conflicts and behavior issues with 
students is to restore them back to 
their school and classroom 
community in a healthy way. 
 

Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Gentile’s class for 
having 100% PTA membership! 

 

 

 

 

PTA  
Please join us at our first PTA 
Association Meeting on Tuesday, 
October 9, 6pm-7pm. Childcare will be 
provided! How can you support your 
child and your school? 

By paying the $10 PTA membership: 

success in school is the pathway to 
college, a career and a productive life! 

teachers and staff to make your child’s 
school safe, welcoming, a hub of 
learning, and a fun place to be. 
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Clearing Absences When A Student Is Out 
We are required to secure an absence excuse from a parent or guardian when a child has been absent from school.  
All absences must be cleared within 3 days or they automatically become a truant.  You may excuse your child’s 
absence by doing one of the following: 
- visiting our website (preferred option) www.johnmuirelementary.net. There is an area on the homepage where 
you can send an email to our secretary, Hilda Ginosian, to excuse your child’s absence.  
-  sending a note with your child when he/she returns to school after being absent, he/she should bring a note of 
explanation signed by the parent or guardian, which states the name of the child, dates and reason for the absence.  
 

   
 

Safety is a priority at John Muir Elementary School. Being prepared for any kind of emergency situation that surrounds our campus is important to all staff members. Muir teachers have been trained and prepared for any natural disaster that may occur in our area. Our staff and students will be participating the in Statewide Disaster drill on Thursday, October 18. Please make sure to update parent contact information on Q (student information system). Contact the office for more information.  

At Muir Elementary, we practice fire drills, earthquake drills and shelter in place drills. Our staff and students are prepared in case of an emergency, and we want to make sure that parents are prepared as well. 

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, we will conduct a Pretend Disaster Drill (Great California Shake Out Drill).  Parents who are invited to participate in this drill will request their children from the release gate. However, after the drill is 

Foundation                                                                                                                      3                                                                                
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The Foundation (JMEF) kicked off the school year right with another successful fundraiser at Chuck E. Cheese 

on September 7, 2018.                                              

Thanks to our Muir families, the Foundation raised funds for the MIKE music classes for students. 

            

    InN-Out is coming to Muir on November 30, 2018.In-N-Out will be at our school for our minimum day dismissal.  Mark your 
calendars!  Ticket sales will begin in November 2018.   
   JMEF is ecstatic to announce that the Foundation was selected as a recipient of a $10,000 grant from the REA Charitable 
Trust.  Funds will be used to continue the Music is Key to Education (MIKE) program and expand the program for the TK & 
Kindergarten students at Muir.   
   The MIKE program has added 2 additional teachers.  Ms. Sara Campbell will continue to teach the music classes for 1st & 2nd 
grades, and we welcome Ms. Lucia Acitelli (TK/ Kinder) and Ms. Hope Kikuchi (3rd grade) who will also be teaching the music 
classes.  Third graders will now learn to play recorders! 

   Who shops on Amazon? Help raise funds while shopping!  Please add the John Muir Elementary Foundation 
as the charity you would like to support while shopping. Amazon donates a percentage of the sales from your purchase to the 
Foundation.   Please go to https://smile.amazon.com and type in ‘John Muir Foundation’ and select as the charity you would 
like to support.  Make sure to bookmark the page so that all shopping is done through Amazon Smile.  
     Do you own a business?   Become a Foundation Sponsor.  This is a great way to promote your business while supporting the 
Foundation.  There is an opportunity for your business name to be included in the newsletter, Foundation website & 
Facebook, and Spring Carnival promotional flyers.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions or interest!  
     If you would like to know what the Foundation is about, if you are interested in joining the Foundation, or provide your 
thoughts/feedback, please join our meetings.  Be part of an amazing group of parents whose common goal is to identify and 
provide more opportunities/programs to our students.   
 
Scheduled Meetings through the end of 2018- All Meetings at 5:30 p.m. in the Parent Room: 
Oct 3   Nov 7      Dec 5             
         
Summary of the Foundation’s Upcoming Events: 
2018 
Thru Nov 7: KONA Ice will continue to be in front of the school every Wednesday (Serving TK/K at dismissal Oct 3 & Nov 7)          
Nov: In-In Out ticket sales begin 
Nov 15: Thanks for Giving Boxes go home with students  
Nov 30: In-N-Out at Muir 
 2019 
Jan 23: IHOP Fundraiser 
Apr 5: Chuck E Cheese Fundraiser 
April 26: Spring Concert 
May 11: Spring Carnival (Remember how much fun this was?) 
TBD: Chipotle Fundraiser 
  
   If you are interested in learning more about the Foundation, visit our website at www.muirfoundation.com. You can also 
email us at johnmuirfoundation@gmail.com. We need volunteers! 
  
   LIKE and FOLLOW us on our Facebook page to see our music program in action and get the latest on what the Foundation is 
up to. Go to www.facebook.com/muirfoundation 
  
Thank you for your continued support. 
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Red Ribbon Week 
 
RED RIBBON WEEK 
Red Ribbon Week is observed the week of 
October 22nd. This is a national anti-drug 
campaign, and this year’s theme is “Life is 
Your Journey, Travel Drug Free!” Watch for 
news about special spirit days and activities 
at Muir that will encourage your students to 
stay away from drugs and live a healthy 
lifestyle. 

 

 

Safety is a priority at John Muir Elementary School. Being prepared for any kind of emergency situation that 
surrounds our campus is important to all staff members. Muir teachers have been trained and prepared for any 
natural disaster that may occur in our area. Our staff and students will be participating the in Statewide Disaster 
drill on Thursday, October 18. Please make sure to update parent contact information on Q (student 
information system). Contact the office for more information.  

At Muir Elementary, we practice fire drills, earthquake drills and shelter in place drills. Our staff and students 

are prepared in case of an emergency, and we want to make sure that parents are prepared as well. 

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, we will conduct a Pretend Disaster Drill (Great California Shake Out 

Drill).  Parents who are invited to participate in this drill will request their children from the release gate. 

However, after the drill is completed, students will return to class to continue with the instructional day.   

 

   Board Of  Education Meeting on September 4, 2018 
 

 

 

Breanna Cuellar, 6th grade student at Muir, opened the GUSD Board 
Of Education Meeting on Tuesday, September 4th with the Pledge 
Of Allegiance and spoke about her experience at Muir highlighting 
her educational experience and the parent groups (Foundation 
and PTA) which work together to enhance the academic journey of 
all students! 

California Shake-Out Disaster Drill 

John Muir Elementary is excited to start another wondrous school year with the 2018-2019 Student Council team! 
Elections will begin early October where students will run for the offices of Student Body President, Vice President 
and Secretary by preparing speeches and organizing their campaigns. Student Council will continue its dedication 
with helping run extracurricular activities, special school events, Spirit Days and of course, make our joyous 
monthly visits to Windsor Manor where we make connections and share the most precious memories with the staff 
and senior residents. John Muir isn’t just a school to our students, parents and staff. It is our very first home away 
from home where we make lifelong friends and leave behind lasting impressions on our way to higher education 
and it is for this reason that The Student Council at Muir will be dedicated to making the 2018-2019 school year our 
most special yet!  

Construction Corner 
- Shade structure for the Garfield side exit has arrived and 

will be assembled.  
- We are asking for a Construction Change Directive to be 

approved by the DSA which will allow the construction of 

the handball walls to proceed.  
- The bubblers to the trees along Adams will be replaced 

with underground drip lines to avoid damage. 
- If you are interested in supporting the school with design 

and planting efforts of the garden located on the 

playground, please contact Mrs. Shahijanian.  



 
    
 

 

 


